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I N T R O D U C T I O N

This Fish ID Guide is our attempt at putting 
together a comprehensive guide of   fish 
species landed in the Maldives for both 
commercial and subsistence purposes. In 
the following pages, you will find images of 
reef fish in the Maldives, along with their 
common name, scientific name and the 
most commonly used local name. We 
recognize that the local names used by 
fishermen may differ across different parts 
of the country and that each name has a 
unique meaning, story and/or history 
attached to them. We welcome any and all 
suggestions, edits and additions to this 
guide as we move together on this path of 
learning.  In the meantime, we hope that 
this guide suffices as a useful starting point 
for anyone interested in fisheries 
management in the Maldives. A digital 
issue of this booklet can be found on our 
website www.maldivesresilientreefs.com
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F I S H  PA R T S މަހުގެ ބައިތައް



NATIONALLY PROTECTED REEF FISH

ދިވެހިރާއްޖޭގައި ހިފުންމަނާ ފަރުމަހުގެ ބާވަތްތައް
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NATIONALLY PROTECTED REEF FISH

N A P O L E O N  W R A S S E 

A L L  S P E C I E S  O F  P A R R O T F I S H 
S c a r i d a e  

C h e i l i n u s  u n d u l a t u s 

ލަނޑާގެ ބާވަތްތައް

މާހުޅުނބުލަނޑާ



GROUPER
( S e r r a n i d a e ) 

ފާނައިގެ އާއިލާ
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GROUPERS (SERRANIDAE) 

B R O W N - M A R B L E D  G R O U P E R 

C A M O U F L A G E  G R O U P E R 

G I A N T  G R O U P E R 

S Q U A R E T A I L  C O R A L  G R O U P E R 

B L A C K - S A D D L E D  C O R A L 
G R O U P E R 

R O V I N G  C O R A L  G R O U P E R 

E p i n e p h e l u s  f u s c o g u tt a t u s  

E p i n e p h e l u s  p o l y p h e k a d i o n 

E p i n e p h e l u s  l a n c e o l a t u s 

P l e c t r o p o m u s  a r e o l a t u s  

P l e c t r o p o m u s  l a e v i s 

P l e c t r o p o m u s  p e s s u l i f e r u s  

ކަސްފާނަ

ކުލަފާނަ

މުޑުފާނަ

އޮޅުފާނަ

ކުލައޮޅުފާނަ

ދޮންއޮޅުފާނަ
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GROUPERS (SERRANIDAE) 

B L U E  A N D  Y E L L O W  G R O U P E R 

W H I T E - S P O T T E D  G R O U P E R 

W H I T E  E D G E D  L Y R E T A I L 

Y E L L O W  E D G E D  L Y R E T A I L 

R E D M O U T H  G R O U P E R 

S L E N D E R  G R O U P E R  

E p i n e p h e l u s  f l a v o c a e r u l e u s 

E p i n e p h e l u s  c o e r u l e o p u n c t a t u s

Va r i o l a  a l b i m a r g i n a t a

Va r i o l a  l o u t i  

A e t h a l o p e r c a  r o g a a  

A n y p e r o d o n  l e u c o g r a m m i c u s  

ދޮންނޫފާނަ

ހުދުލައްފާނަ

ކަނޑުރަތްހާ

ކަނޑުހާ

ބޯޅަޖެހިފާނަ

ގިނިމަސްފާނަ



F I S H  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  G U I D E 1 1

GROUPERS (SERRANIDAE) 

P E A C O C K  H I N D 

L E O P A R D  H I N D 

C O R A L  H I N D 

S I X B L O C K  H I N D 

T O M A T O  H I N D 

G O L D E N  H I N D 

C e p h a l o p h o l i s  a r g u s  

C e p h a l o p h o l i s  l e o p a r d u s  

C e p h a l o p h o l i s  m i n i a t a  

C e p h a l o p h o l i s  s e x m a c u l a t a 

C e p h a l o p h o l i s  s o n n e r a t i  

C e p h a l o p h o l i s  a u r a n t i a 

މަސްފާނަ

ރަތްތިކިފާނަ

ކޮވެލިފާނަ

ލަނޑާފާނަ

ރަންފާނަ

ވެލިފާނަ
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GROUPERS (SERRANIDAE) 

S T R A W B E R R Y  H I N D 

F L A G T A I L  G R O U P E R 

A R E O L A T E  G R O U P E R 

B L A C K  T I P  G R O U P E R 

S N U B N O S E  G R O U P E R 

H O N E Y C O M B  G R O U P E R 

C e p h a l o p h o l i s  s p i l o p a r a e a 

C e p h a l o p h o l i s  u r o d e t a  

E p i n e p h e l u s  a r e o l a t u s  

E p i n e p h e l u s  f a s c i a t u s  

E p i n e p h e l u s  m a c r o s p i l o s  

E p i n e p h e l u s  m e r r a  

ނާރިނގުފާނަ

ކަންފަތްކަޅުފާނަ

ތިއްޖެހިފާނަ

ރަތްގަޅިފާނަ

ލައްފާނަ

ފިއްޖެހިފާނަ
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GROUPERS (SERRANIDAE) 

W H I T E  S T R E A K E D  G R O U P E R 

F O U R S A D D L E  G R O U P E R  

B R O W N - S P O T T E D  G R O U P E R 

N E T F I N  G R O U P E R 

E p i n e p h e l u s  o n g u s  

E p i n e p h e l u s  s p i l o t o c e p s  

E p i n e p h e l u s  c h l o r o s t i g m a 

E p i n e p h e l u s  m i l i a r i s 

ކިރުޅިފާނަ

އަސްދާނުފާނަ

ކުޅަނދުރުފާނަ

ކުރެހިފާނަ



SNAPPER
( L u t j a n i d a e ) 

ރަތްމަހުގެ އާއިލާ
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T W O - S P O T  R E D  S N A P P E R  

H U M P B A C K  R E D  S N A P P E R  

B L A C K  A N D  W H I T E  S N A P P E R 

M I D N I G H T  S N A P P E R 

E M P E R O R  R E D  S N A P P E R 

O N E - S P O T  S N A P P E R 

L u t j a n u s  b o h a r  

L u t j a n u s  g i b b u s  

M a c o l o r  n i g e r  

M a c o l o r  m a c u l a r i s  

L u t j a n u s  s e b a e 

L u t j a n u s  m o n o s t i g m a 

ރަތްމަސް

ގިނިމަސް

ފޮނިޔަމަސް

ކަޅުފޮނިޔަމަސް

ފިލޮޅު

މާގިނިމަސް

SNAPPERS (LUTJANIDAE) 
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R U S T Y  J O B F I S H  

G R E E N  J O B F I S H  

S M A L L  T O O T H E D  J O B F I S H 

M A N G R O V E  R E D  S N A P P E R 

T W O - S P O T  B A N D E D  S N A P P E R 

S L E N D E R  P I N J A L O 

A p h a r e u s  r u t i l a n s  

A p r i o n  v i r e s c e n s  

A p h a r e u s  f u r c a 

L u t j a n u s  a r g e n t i m a c u l a t u s 

L u t j a n u s  b i g u tt a t u s 

P i n j a l o  l e w i s i 

ރަންކަރުމަސް

ގިއުޅު

ކެޔޮޅުރޮއްވި

އޮޑިދޮށުމަސް

ކަނޑުކިރުޅިޔަމަސް

ބޮޑުރީނދޫމަސް

SNAPPERS (LUTJANIDAE) 
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I N D I A N  S N A P P E R 

C O M M O N  B L U E S T R I P E  S N A P P E R 

B E N G A L  S N A P P E R 

B L A C K T A I L  S N A P P E R 

S O R D I D  S N A P P E R 

Y E L L O W T A I L  B L U E  S N A P P E R 

L u t j a n u s  m a d r a s 

L u t j a n u s  k a s m i r a 

L u t j a n u s  b e n g a l e n s i s 

L u t j a n u s  f u l v u s 

Pa r a c a e s i o  s o r d i d a 

Pa r a c a e s i o  x a n t h u r a 

މަދަރާސީމަސް

ދޮންރީނދޫމަސް

ރީނދޫމަސް

ދޮންމަސް

ނިގޫދޮންނޫމަސް

ނޫމަސް

SNAPPERS (LUTJANIDAE) 
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C H E C K E R E D  S N A P P E R 

Y E L L O W  L I N E D  S N A P P E R 

B L A C K  S P O T  S N A P P E R 
L u t j a n u s  d e c u s s a t u s 

L u t j a n u s  r u f o l i n e a t u s 

L u t j a n u s  e h r e n b e r g i i 

ރީނދޫމަހުގެ ބާވަތެއް

ރަތްރީނދޫމަސް

ރީނދޫމަހުގެ ބާވަތެއް

SNAPPERS (LUTJANIDAE) 



EMPERORS
( L e t h r i n i d a e ) 

ފިލޮޅުގެ އާއިލާ
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R E D A X I L  E M P E R O R  

L O N G  N O S E  E M P E R O R  

S M A L L T O O T H  E M P E R O R  

P I N K  E A R  E M P E R O R 

O R A N G E - F I N  E M P E R O R 

O R A N G E - S T R I P E D  E M P E R O R 

L e t h r i n u s  c o n c h y l i a t u s  

L e t h r i n u s  o l i v a c e u s  

L e t h r i n u s  m i c r o d o n  

L e t h r i n u s  l e n t j a n 

L e t h r i n u s  e r y t h r a c a n t h u s 

L e t h r i n u s  o b s o l e t u s 

ތުންރަތްފިލޮޅު

ކަށިތުންފިލޮޅު

ތުންދިގުފިލޮޅު

ފިލޮޅުގެ ބާވަތެއް

ފިލޮޅުގެ ބާވަތެއް

ބޮލިކޭ

EMPERORS (LETHRINIDAE) 
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S P A N G L E D  E M P E R O R 

T H U M B P R I N T  E M P E R O R 

S P O T - C H E E K  E M P E R O R 

Y E L L O W L I P  E M P E R O R 

B L U E  L I N E D  L A R G E  E Y E  B R E A M 

S T R I P E D  L A R G E  E Y E  B R E A M 

L e t h r i n u s  n e b u l o s u s 

L e t h r i n u s  h a r a k 

L e t h r i n u s  r u b r i o p e r c u l a t u s 

L e t h r i n u s  x a n t h o c h i l u s 

G y m o c r a n i u s  g r a n d o c u l i s 

G n a t h o d e n t e x  a u r e o l i n e a t u s 

ފިލޮޅުގެ ބާވަތެއް

ލައްފިލޮޅު / ވިލުފިލޮޅު

ކަޅިހި

ރީނދޫތުންފިލޮޅު

ފިލޮޅުގެ ބާވަތެއް

ފިލޮޅުގެ ބާވަތެއް

EMPERORS (LETHRINIDAE) 



M A L D I V E S  R E S I L I E N T  R E E F S2 2

G R E Y  L A R G E  E Y E  B R E A M 

H U M P  N O S E  B I G  E Y E  B R E A M 

F O R K  T A I L  L A R G E  E Y E  B R E A M 

O R N A T E  E M P E R O R 

S K Y  E M P E R O R 

G y m n o c r a n i u s  g r i s e u s 

M o n o t a x i s  g r a n d o c u l i s 

G y m n o c r a n i u s  e l o n g a t u s 

L e t h r i n u s  o r n a t u s 

L e t h r i n u s  m a h s e n a 

ކަނޑުއުނިޔަ

ދޮނގު

ފިލޮޅުގެ ބާވަތެއް

ފިލޮޅުގެ ބާވަތެއް

ފިލޮޅުގެ ބާވަތެއް

EMPERORS (LETHRINIDAE) 



SWEETLIPS
( H e r m u l a d a e ) 

ގުރުވައިގެ އާއިލާ
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H A R L E Q U I N  S W E E T L I P S 

G I A N T  S W E E T L I P S 

P l e c t o r h i n c h u s  c h a e t o d o n o i d e s 

P l e c t o r h i n c h u s  a l b o v i tt a t u s 

ގަލުގުރުވަ

މާގުރުވަ

H A R R Y  S W E E T L I P S 
P l e c t o r h i n c h u s  g i b b o s u s 

ގުރުވައިގެ ބާވަތެއް

O R I E N T A L  S W E E T L I P S 
P l e c t o r h i n c h u s  v i tt a t u s 

ކަނޑުގުރުވަ

P A I N T E D  S W E E T L I P S 
D i a g r a m m a  p i c t u m 

ކިލަނބުގުރުވަ

SWEETLIPS (HERMULADAE) 



OTHER REEF FISH
އެހެނިހެން ފަރުމަސް
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S H A R P J A W  B O N E F I S H

M I L K F I S H

A L L  R A B B I T F I S H

A L L  R U D D E R F I S H

A L L  M U L L E T S

A l b u l a  a r g e n t e a

C h a n o s  c h a n o s

S i g a n i d a e

Ky p h o s i d a e

M u g i l i d a e

މީމަސް

ބޭންގު

އޮރީގެ ބާވަތްތައް

ކިރުޅިޔަމަހުގެ ބާވަތްތައް

A L L  G O A T F I S H
M u l l i d a e

ކަޅުއޮށުގެ ބާވަތްތައް

މެކުނުގެ ބާވަތްތައް

OTHER REEF FISH
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A L L  S Q U I R R E L F I S H
H o l o c e n t r i d a e  1

ރައިވެރިމަހުގެ ބާވަތްތައް

A L L  S O L D I E R F I S H
H o l o c e n t r i d a e  2

ދަންބުޑުގެ ބާވަތްތައް

A L L  P U R S E M O U T H
G e r r e i d a e

އުނިޔައިގެ ބާވަތްތައް

A L L  B O X F I S H
O s t r a c i i d a e

ގޮނުގެ ބާވަތްތައް

OTHER REEF FISH

B A T F I S H
E p h i p p i d a e

ބަތްޕޮޅިމަހުގެ ބާވަތްތައް

A L L  S U R G E O N F I S H
A c a n t h u r i d a e

ކާޅުގެ ބާވަތްތައް

A L L  T R I G G E R F I S H
B a l i s t i d a e

ރޮނޑުގެ ބާވަތްތައް



JACKS AND POMPANOS
( C a r a n g i d a e ) 

ހަނދީގެ އާއިލާ
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JACKS AND POMPANOS (CARANGIDAE) 

B L A C K  T R E V A L L Y /  B L A C K  J A C K 

I S L A N D  T R E V A L L Y 

B L U D G E R  T R E V A L L Y 

L O N G  N O S E  T R E V A L L Y 

Y E L L O W  S P O T T E D  T R E V A L L Y 

A F R I C A N  P O M P A N O 

C a r a n x  l u g u b r i s 

C a r a n g o i d e s  o r t h o g r a m m u s 

C a r a n g o i d e s  g y m n o s t e t h u s 

C a r a n g o i d e s  c h r y s o p h r y s 

C a r a n g o i d e s  f u l v o g u tt a t u s 

A l e c t i s  c i l i a r i s 

ކަޅަހަނދި

ތުންބާހަނދި

މުށިމަސްހަނދި

ފަތިހަނދި

ނަރުވާހަނދި

ދޮންތިކިހަނދި
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C O A S T A L  T R E V A L L Y 

B L U E  T R E V A L L Y 

B L U E F I N  T R E V A L L Y 

G I A N T  T R E V A L L Y  

B I G E Y E  T R E V A L L Y 

C a r a n g o i d e s  c o e r u l e o p i n n a t u s 

C a r a n g o i d e s  f e r d a u 

C a r a n x  m e l a m p y g u s 

C a r a n x  i g n o b i l i s  

C a r a n x  s e x f a s c i a t u s 

ވަށްބޯހަނދި

ދަބަރުހަނދި

ފަނިހަނދި

މުޑަހަނދި

B A R  C H E E K  T R E V A L L Y 
C a r a n g o i d e s  p l a g i o t a e n i a 

ތިމަރަހަނދި

ހަލުވިމަސް

JACKS AND POMPANOS (CARANGIDAE) 
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G O L D E N  T R E V A L L Y 
G n a t h o d o n  s p e c i o s u s 

ލިބާސްމަސް

L O N G  F I N  Y E L L O W  T A I L / 
A L M A C O  J A C K 

S e r i o l a  r i v o l i a n a 

އަނދުންމަސް

B I G E Y E  S C A D 
S e l a r  c r u m e n o p h t h a l m u s 

މުށިމަސް

S M A L L - S P O T T E D  D A R T 
Tr a c h i n o t u s  b a i l l o n i i 

ގޮރުވާލި

JACKS AND POMPANOS (CARANGIDAE) 

S N U B N O S E  P O M P A N O 
Tr a c h i m o t u s  b l o c h i i 

ރިނދަވާލި

D O U B L E - S P O T T E D  Q U E E N F I S H 
S c o m b e r o i d e s  l y s a n 

ކަށިވާލި

R A I N B O W  R U N N E R 
E l a g a t i s  b i p i n n u l a t a 

މާނިޔަމަސް



BARRACUDAS AND NEEDLE FISH
( S p h y r a e n i d a e  a n d  B e l o n i d a e ) 

ތޮޅީގެ އާއިލާ
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BARRACUDAS AND NEEDLE FISH (SPHYRAENIDAE AND BELONIDAE) 

B I G E Y E  B A R R A C U D A 

G R E A T  B A R R A C U D A 

A G U J O N  N E E D L E F I S H 

C R O C O D I L E  N E E D L E F I S H 

S p h y r a e n a  f o r s t e r i 

S p h y r a e n a  b a r r a c u d a 

T y l o s u r u s  a c u s  a c u s

T y l o s u r u s  c r o c o d i l u s 

ފަރުތޮޅި

މާތޮޅި

ދަރުތޮޅި

ހިބަރުތޮޅި



BILLFISH 
( I s t i o p h o r i d a e  a n d  X i p h i i d a e ) 

ހިބަރުގެ އާއިލާ
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BILLFISH (ISTIOPHORIDAE AND XIPHIIDAE) 

I N D O - P A C I F I C  B L U E  M A R L I N 

B L A C K  M A R L I N 

I N D O - P A C I F I C  S A I L F I S H 

S W O R D F I S H 

S T R I P E D  M A R L I N 

M a k a i r a  m a z a r a 

M a k a i r a  i n d i c a 

I s t i o p h o r u s  p l a t y p t e r u s 

X i p h i a s  g l a d i u s 

Te t r a p t u r u s  a u d a x 

ނޫމަސްހިބަރު

ކަޅުމަސްހިބަރު

ފަންގަނޑުހިބަރު

ކަންނެލިހިބަރު / ތުންގަނޑުހިބަރު

ގަޅިޖެހިހިބަރު



DOLPHINFISH
( C o r y p h a e n a )

ފިޔަލައިގެ އާއިލާ
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DOLPHINFISH (CORYPHAENA)

C O M M O N  D O L P H I N F I S H

P O M P A N O  D O L P H I N F I S H

C o r y p h a e n a  h i p p u r u s 

C o r y p h a e n a  e q u i s e l i s

ފިޔަލަ

އައިލަ



TUNAS AND MACKERALS
( S c o m b r i d a e ) 

ކަނޑުމަހުގެ އާއިލާ
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TUNAS AND MACKERALS (SCOMBRIDAE) 

S K I P J A C K  T U N A 

Y E L L O W F I N  T U N A 

B I G E Y E  T U N A 

F R I G A T E  T U N A 

K a t s u w o n u s  p e l a m i s 

T h u n n u s  a l b a c a r e s 

T h u n n u s  o b e s u s 

A u x i s  t h a z a r d 

ކަޅުބިލަމަސް / ކަނޑުމަސް

ރީނދޫއުރަހަކަންނެލި

ލޯބޮޑުކަންނެލި

ރާގޮނޑި
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TUNAS AND MACKERALS (SCOMBRIDAE) 

K A W A K A W A 

W A H O O 

D O G T O O T H  T U N A 

I N D I A N  M A C K E R E L 

E u t h y n n u s  a f f i n i s 

A c a n t h o c y b i u m  s o l a n d r i 

G y m n o s a r d a  u n i c o l o r 

R a s t r e l l i g e r  k a n a g u r t a 

ލައްޓި

ކުރުމަސް

ވޮށިމަސް

ކަރަވެރިމަސް





Maldives Resilient Reefs (MRR) is a Maldivian marine conservation NGO registered in 2020. Our aim is to 
restore Maldivian coral reefs as climate resilient ecosystems for the benefit of nature, people and the 
economies that depend on them. Our vision is an island nation that has fully protected 30 per cent of its 
waters from all fishing and is sustainably managing the other 70 per cent. MRR is officially affiliated with UK 
based marine conservation charity, Blue Marine Foundation (BLUE) which has been working in the Maldives 
since 2016.
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